
  

 

 

Pre Operation Instructions 

 

 Your pet will need to be starved from 10.00pm the night prior to their surgery and the drinking water should 
be taken up when you go to bed:  if the weather is hot then leave the water down and take up on the 
morning of the operation. Please note that small mammals such as rabbits, rats and guinea pigs do not need 
to be starved. Please keep cats indoors overnight so they don’t scavenge food or hunt. 

 

 You will need to arrive at the surgery between 8.30am and 9.00am on the morning of the operation. 
 

 Allow 10 minutes to go through the consent form with a Veterinary Nurse.  At this time she will ask you if you 
would like your pet to have a pre anaesthetic blood test or fluid therapy during surgery (see below).  Also 
there is time to ask any questions that may be worrying you. 

 

 Please bring with you a contact number that we can reach you on throughout the day. If you aren’t 
contactable then all decision making regarding additional procedures and costs will be left to the vet on duty. 
 

 We ask you to ring in between 1pm and 2pm on the day of the operation to see how your pet is recovering. 
 

 Collection time will be between 4:30pm and 5:30pm.  If special requirements are needed these will be 
arranged previously or when you phone between 1pm and 2pm. 

 
 
If you have any questions regarding the operation or information on these sheets please phone the clinic on 01206 

851338 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Two Extra Options 

 

Pre Anaesthetic Blood Sample   

 We can identify and quantify any existing problems which would have an impact on the anaesthetic 

 We can establish normal baseline measurements to refer back to in the future should your pet become 
unwell.  These baseline measurements are very helpful should there be post-anaesthetic complications. 

 An additional cost of £32.17 

 

Fluid Therapy during Surgery  

 Your pet will not be able to drink before surgery and so is at risk of becoming dehydrated.  This can make 
them feel unwell and slow down recovery. 

 Anaesthesia lowers blood pressure, and surgical procedures can induce shock.  Intravenous fluids will offset 
these serious complications. 

 An additional cost of £32.17 

 

Information on General Anaesthetics 

 

 On admission the pet is evaluated for any special needs and an intravenous drip is placed if needed. We give a 
tiny dose of sedative to suppress anxiety: this dramatically reduces the amount of anaesthetic needed. Pain 
relief is also administered. 

 Anaesthetic induction: a small dose of short-duration anaesthetic is used to enable us to place an 
endotracheal tube, which supports the airway during the operation. This induction agent is an intravenous 
injection of a drug called propofol. 

 Anaesthetic is maintained with oxygen, bubbled through isoflurane, which is inhaled. Isoflurane has very high 
safety margins. During maintenance a nurse monitors the patient’s heart rate and breathing, and we use a 
machine to monitor blood oxygen levels.  

 Additional pain relief is given before your pet awakes from the anaesthetic. 

 Once the operation is over, the pet is returned to the one-to-one care of a dedicated kennel nurse, who 
monitors recovery and is alert to the signs of discomfort and bleeding. 

 By carefully balancing the drugs given to your pet, we can ensure the safest and most pain-free operation 
possible. 

 
 
 


